328 MINNESOTA HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS.

tions during the winter to revenge their death. He col-
lected a large party of warriors, and when the snow melted
tfrom the ground, he followed the trail of the Dakotas as
they returned towards their villages on the Mississippi.
e caught up with their camp, at a prairie on Sunrise
River. They numbered many lodges, and around their -

camp they had thrown up an embankment of earth about
four feet high. In order to more readily accomplish his
vengeance, the chief approached the encampment in open
day, after the Dakota hunters had dispersed for the day’s
chase. Heapproached with the semblance of u peace party,
carrying the white man’s flag at the head of his long line
of warriors. The enemy for a time appeared uncertain
how to receive him, but as they saw the Ojibways continue
glowly to advance to the very foot of their defences, two
warriors, unarmed, rushed forth to meet them, thinking
that they came in peace. Without waiting for the orders
of their chief, some of the young Ojibway warriors imme-
diately fired on them. One succeeded in making his escape,
while the bleeding scalp of the other dangled on the belt
of a warrior.

The Ojibways ran up to the Dakota defences, from be-
hind which they fired repeated volleys into the defenceless
lodges within, thus turning to their own advantage the
embankment of earth which the enemy had formed with
such great labor. The Dakota hunters, hearing the noise
of the battle, flew back to their camp, and the fight every
moment, as their ranks increased, became more hotly
contested. Towards evening the Ojibways were dislodged
trom their position, and forced to retreat, with the loss of
several killed and many wounded. The loss to the Dakotas
which was much greater, judging from long rows of graves
they left on the spot, and which my informants assert, are
still plainly discernible within the inclosure of the earthen
embankment.



